





LTT ND 08/24/2009

Lunchtime Tutorial on Negative Doubles

Bath Bridge School

8 A»KJBT76 Dealer: West
v g g ; Both Vulnerable
¢
West North East South
*A84 1% 14 Pass Pass
4 5 N A AQ1094 Dbl Pass Pass Pass
v AQ6 W ElYJT
¢ A54 S ¢ Q62
& K65 & Q97
2
1093
J10
No. 10632 1032 Opening Lead: & J
Illustrates:

Negative Double

Bidding Commentary
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LTT ND 08/24/2009 Bath Bridge School

Lunchtime Tutorial on Negative Doubles

9 A A5 Dealer: North
v f(« ;3(7()6 5 Neither Vulnerable
¢
West North East South
*+ K76 1¢ 14 Dbl
o 10982 N A KQ7643 Pass 2NT Pass 3w
v 986 w Eglv10 Pass 4%  Pass Pass
¢ QJ10 S ¢ 43 Pass
& J52 «AQ104
aJ
vJ75432
¢ A92
No. 10955 983 Opening Lead: & 10
Illustrates:

Negative Double
Danger Hand
Holdup

Setting Up

Bidding Commentary

North opens and East overcalls. South would
normally have bid 1v, but now cannot. Nor
can they bid 2v as this would show at least
10 points. However South can make a negative
double which shows hearts, the unbid major.
Opener is very strong indeed but doesn't
have four hearts but does have a single stop
in spades, so bids 2NT.

South although weak should now bid hearts to
show a long suit. North then bids game in
hearts.

Defence Commentary

West should lead partner's suit, and with a
sequence headed by the 10, the choice is
easy.

Play Commentary

There are four potential losers, one in
diamonds and three in clubs.

Clubs is the danger suit, and declarer must
try to avoid West being on lead.
Opportunities to make the contract are:

1) East leads clubs

2) Setup the diamonds hoping they break 32
Declarer should duck the opening lead to
avoid a club shift by West. If East leads
back a spade it is important to discard a
diamond, not a club.

Declarer should cash the AK of diamonds and
ruff a little diamond with the J. Then draw

trumps and when they break 32 the 5 and 6 of
diamonds become winners.
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Lunchtime Tutorial on Negative Doubles

Dealer: East

Neither Vulnerable

West North East South
1 1%

Dbl 29 24 Pass

Pass Pass

Opening Lead: « A

4 J82
10 v632
¢ J432
& AJ7
» KQ109 N4 A
v 754 W E| ¥ J
¢ K875 s *Q
& 98 * K
A 43
vAKQ938
¢ A109
No. 10954 1032
Illustrates:

Negative Double
Preemptive Raise

Bidding Commentary

East opens and South overcalls. West would
have bid 14 without the intervention.
Playing negative doubles a bid of 14 would
now promise at least 5 spades. However by
making a negative double West can show at
least 6 points and exactly four spades.

North has a minimum hand but does have 3
hearts, which opposite to an overcall means
that the partnership has at least an 8 card
fit. So North raises pre-emptively to 2.

East however has four spades and knows that
the EW partnership has a fit in spades. With
a minimum opening hand East bids 24, which
should become the contract.

Declarer Commentary
With KQxx opposite to xx in dummy it is best

to lead towards the honours hoping that the
A is onside, i.e.finessable.
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Bath Bridge School

11 493 Dealer: South

v ?5?675 E-W Vulnerable

¢

+AJ109 West North East ?o:th
a AQ72 N | »86 Pass 1NT Pass 2w
v 5432 w E|lvYJ Pass 24 Pass 3w
¢ Q102 S * K74 Pass 4w Pass Pass
L) 6 5 & K Q 8 Pass

a KJ1054

vy AK1086

¢ A8

No. 10872 a7 Opening Lead: & 6
Illustrates:

Aaa: Teaching
False Preference
LTC

Bidding Commentary

South opens the highest ranking of two five
card suits. Partner is too weak to bid at
the two level so must bid 1INT. When opener
bids 2 hearts South should bid 1 spade. This
is called "false preference".

The idea is that when you have failed to
find a fit the weaker you are the quicker
must you bring the auction to a halt. As
responder your duty is to suggest the suit
in which the partnership is most likely to
have the best fit, i.e. the highest total of
cards. So here you should bid 24. You can
figure out that the partnership has at least
a 7 card fit in both majors. However partner
is more likely to have 6 spades than 5
hearts, that is why you should put partner
into 24. It also gives partner a chance to
bid again.

Note: A week responder should refrain from
calling their own suit unless it is at least
6 cards long

Opener has a very good hand and should
realise that partner may be showing false
preference. South should therefore let
partner know that they are at least 55 by
rebidding their second suit.

North now shows 3 card support in a minimum
hand. Opener revalue's their hand and with
only 5 losers bids game.

Note: 4v should make, 44 should fail.

Defence Commentary

West has heard the opponents struggle to get
to game so should strive to make a lead that
gives nothing away. This means not breaking
suits that will play better if the opponents
are the first to lead them. This leads to
the selection of clubs. From a doubleton
lead the top card.
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12 a2 Dealer: West
v 88523 0 E-W Vulnerable
¢ West North East South
*+AQ76 14 Pass 44 Pass
o AKJ765 N |#Q1098 Pass Pass
v J6 w E|lYAKA4
¢ 65 S *KQJ
& K85 & 432
a 43
v109872
¢ A107
No. 10917 *J109 Opening Lead: ¢ 8
Illustrates:
1l West
2 Suits
He Who Knows Goes
Open Lead
Rule Of 11

Bidding Commentary

East has a four card major suit fit, and
does not anticipate making a slam, so bids
game.

Defence Commentary

After eliminating trumps and clubs as
suitable suits to lead from the choice is
between the two red suits. A heart lead is
likely to give away a trick so lead
diamonds. With a suit in which you have no
expectations of making a trick, and where
you want to discourage partner from leading
it back, choose second highest, here the 8.
The defence should make 1 heart, 1 diamond
and 2 clubs, for down one.

Note. North must be careful to play low when
the ¥6 is led but cover the ¥J with the vQ.
This promotes partner's ¥10 to a winner.
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Bath Bridge School

13 »AKQJ Dealer: North
v .6% 0 Both Vulnerable
¢
West North East South
*+QJ42 14 Pass 3 &
4 986 N 452 Pass 44  Pass Pass
v 108632 W E v AK97 Pass
¢ 986 s ¢ K1
& A3 & 10
a10743
vQ5
¢ AJ7
No. 10914 *K765 Opening Lead: w A
Illustrates:
Open Lead

Second Hand
Bidding Commentary

When holding a 4432 hand with 15 to 19
points, dealer should open 1 of a major if
they can. Partner has a 4 card fit but is
not strong enough or shapely enough to do
more than raise to 34. Opener is about one
trick better than a minimum opening and
should raise to game.

Defence Commentary

With AK in an unbid suit East has an easy
lead. Dummy has a doubleton so after cashing
the AK of hearts East should switch to a

different suit. Which one?

Best is a passive lead, i.e. a lead that
cannot cost a trick. So lead the &10.
declarer will probably play the K which
partner will overtake.

Eventually declarer will lead a diamond,
likely a 2 from hand. East must be careful
to play low (Second hand Low). Should
declarer lead the Q then East must cover it
with the K (Cover an honour with an honour.
Played this way EW should eventually make a
diamond trick, and the contract fails.
Note: When declarer is forced to consume two
honours to take one trick the effect is to
promote lower honours. Here after the AKQ
are played the J & 10 become the second and
third round winners.
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14 4 J9 Dealer: East
v ;I-\OQQS 65 N-S Vulnerable
¢
+Q1043 West North Iia:t g(;t;t:
4 KQ54 N | »A62 14 Pass 2%  Pass
v Q83 w E|YAK7654 49 Pass Pass Pass
¢ KJ10 s ¢ 743
& K87 & 2
A~ 10873
vJ2
¢92
No. 10903 *AJI965 Opening Lead: ¢ 9
Illustrates:
Open Lead

Bidding Commentary

East has only 11 HCP but the heart suit is
very strong, and the outside A is an almost
certain trick. The hand passes the rule of
20 test, most of the points are in the long
suit, and there is an easy rebid. So open
le.

When opener rebids their first suit they are
showing at least 5 cards in the suit. West
can then figure out that the partnership has
at least a 53 fit and should raise to 4w.

Defence Commentary

South has no good reason to lead trumps, and
cannot lead clubs with an unprotected A. The
choice is between spades and diamonds. At a
suit contract spades do not look promising
so diamonds is the best suit to lead. With a
doubleton the standard lead is your highest
card, here the ¢9.

North overtakes whatever dummy plays, and
the remaining top card is a master.

North can figure out that partner led either
a singleton or doubleton. This means that
declarer started with either 3 or 4
diamonds; so there is no chance of an early
ruff by declarer.

North should cash their winner and partner
plays the 2, confirming that they started
with a doubleton. North now leads a low
diamond confident that partner will ruff it.
After the ruff the defence have taken three
tricks. South should now immediately play

the #A, which defeats the contract.
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