BW & Cue 04/02/2010

Bath Bridge School

1 4 AKQ1043 Dealer: North
v %Q Neither Vulnerable
¢
West North  East South
+AQJ9 246 Pass 34
4 5 N | #62 Pass 4NT Pass 5e
v AKJ843 W E|l 2765 Pass 64  Pass Pass
¢ J1096 3 ¢ 8432 Pass
& 43 %8652
4 J987
vQ109
¢ A75
No. 11028 « K107 Opening Lead: v 6
Illustrates:
Blackwood

Opening Acol 2
Shape Unbalanced
Slam

Bidding Commentary

North has a very strong hand and would hate
14 to be passed out, so opens 24, showing at
least 8 playing tricks.

South has a 4 card fit a and two important
cards, an ace and a king. Moreover the J 9 8
in trumps are important cards. So South
should encourage partner to investigate a
slam by bidding 3.

Note: 44 would discourage.

North now wants to be in a slam and if
partner has the A of either red suit, 64
looks to be a good contract. If they have
both aces then a grand slam could be bid. By
using Blackwood North can find out if
partner has 0/1/2 aces, so bids 4NT.

South has one ace so bids 5¢, the second
step. North now bids 64

Defence Commentary

East has no good lead. Whatever points are
held by the defence are held by partner. In
the unbid suits hearts is the shortest which
is therefore most likely to be partners long
suit. And the longest suit is the most
likely to have strength, so lead hearts. The
standard lead is second highest (MUD), so

lead the ¥6
Play Commentary

After losing the first round of hearts
Declarer can, and should claim, stating that
after drawing trumps the remaing cards are
winners.
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2 487532 Dealer: West
v3 EW Vulnerable
; 210998 West North East  South
2% Pass 2w Pass
4 KQJ104 N | ®Ab6 4NT Pass 5%  Pass
v KQJ2 w ElYA10987 7% Pass Pass Pass
¢ AK?2 g | *6543
& A *&76
9
v654
¢ J87
No. 11023 Q105432 Opening Lead: & 8
Illustrates: Play Commentary
Blackwood
Opening 2C Declarer can win any lead and can then pull
Slam trumps, even if they break 40. The little
diamond can be discarded on East's last
Bidding Commentary trump.
West has a strong hand with 23 points, two
very good suits, and no negatives, so opens

2%. East has two aces and a good heart suit.
Exactly what East should respond will depend
on partnership agreements. Some would bid
2¢, as a relay/waiting bid. Most would bid
2¥ to show a 5 card suit with at least one
good honour. Those who had promised partner
not to bid a suit without 2 of the top three
honours would probably bid 2NT to show a
reasonably balanced hand with scattered
points. But might risk biding 2.

If East responds in hearts West will know
that they have the A, and perhaps the 109.
Slam looks certain and Grand Slam possible,
so West should use Blackwood.

When West shows two aces West knows that the
partnership has 13 tricks,
£y 5

2

v 5 East is known to have Axxxx at worst
. 2
- 1
If East bids 24 or 2NT West will now show
the hearts suit and a grand slam should
still be reached, but played by the strong
hand.

Note: A grand slam is very rare and most

players stop in a small slam unless a grand
looks watertight.

Defence Commentary

declarer there is no

has shown first round

and is known to be
Perhaps a club is a

Regardless of who is
clear lead. Declarer
control of all suits
short in both minors.
sensible compromise.
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3 4 KQJ1087 Dealer: North
v AKQ3 NS Vulnerable
;%K West North East South
2% Pass 2 ¢
4 654 N 43 Pass 24 Pass 34
v 92 w ElvJ10875 Pass 4NT Pass 5e
¢ J108 S ¢ AKQ4 Pass 64 Pass Pass
& Q9876 & 1054 ?
o A92
v64
97653
No. 11022 «J32 Opening Lead: ¢ A
Illustrates: may be 52; 61 is very unlikely.
Blackwood
Opening 2C
Slam

Bidding Commentary

North has only 22 HCP but has a very
powerful hand. With this shape there is a
saying, "with 64 bid more". Moreover a suit
with three honours is worth an extra point,
and there are two of these. And then long
suits are worth extra. So this is a clear
opening of 2&, which is game forcing unless
made with a balanced hand.

South has less than 8 points and makes the
routine bid of 2¢. North now reveals that
they have an unbalanced hand with long
spades. With three spades South now knows
that the contract will be played in that
suit. However with a prime card, the #4A the
bid should be 34. This announces a fit, and
suggests that a slam is possible.

North can see that if partner holds either
of the missing aces a slam is on. And should
they have both a grand slam could be bid. So
North bids Blackwood.

With one ace South responds 5¢, North can
now see 12 tricks and places the contract in
64.

Defence Commentary

East starts with the A, but declarer ruffs
the second round.

Play Commentary

After losing the first trick declarer wins
the next. The only problem is the potential
loser in hearts.

Declarer should take two rounds of trumps,
leaving a high trump in dummy. Now cash the
VAK then trump the ¥3. Then draw the last
trump and claim.

Note: Holding a total of 6 hearts there are
7 out. They are most likely to break 43, but
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4 43 Dealer: East
v 5K“l|(:)397 6 Both Vulnerable
¢
£9742 West North I;a:t lic;:tsh
4 A98765 N | KQJ2 24 Pass 4NT Pass
v 2 w E|YAKQJ109 5 Pass 74 Pass
¢ A543 S ¢ 8 Pass Pass
& 65 & AK
o 104
v876
¢+ QJ2
No. 11017 «+QJ1083 Opening Lead: & Q
Illustrates:
Blackwood
Opening 2C
Slam

Bidding Commentary

East has 23 points in a hand worth more, so
opens 2&. West has two aces in a 64 hand.
Most Wests will bid 24, some may bid 2e, it
all depends on partnership agreement.

If West bids spades East will know that a
small slam can be bid, but should use
Blackwood to discover if partner also holds
the ¢A.

When West shows two aces, East bids a grand
slam.

Defence Commentary

If North is on lead a passive club lead (7)
is a reasonable choice. If South is on lead
South may as well lead the &Q.

Play Commentary

Declarer can win any lead and count 15
tricks!

Note: A confident bidder could place the
contract in 7NT. Perhaps a winning move at
pairs duplicate, but not of much relevance
at most forms of bridge.
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474 Dealer: South
v Q g % Neither Vulnerable
¢
2+ KJA432 West North  East Sol\lljfp
4 KJ10652 N | 483 Pass 4NT Pass 5&
v 10 w E|vQ87654 Pass 5% Pass 6&
¢ J1076 S ¢+ Q984 Pass Pass Pass
« 105 &7
s AQY
vKJ9
¢ A2
No. 10994 +AQ986 Opening Lead: & 8
Illustrates: ¥ KJ
Blackwood ¢ void
Control Bid trumps
Shape Balanced Then finesse in spades, covering whatever
Slam East plays.
End Play East is now end played
Finesse
Note: by eliminating diamonds you avoid the
Bidding Commentary possibility of West having a safe exit card.
If they lead spades or hearts you are last
South has a 5332 shape and 20 points, so to play, and very happy. If they lead

opens 2NT. North can figure out that the
partnership has 31 to 33 points, and is in
the slam zone. North has a good club suit
and suggests a slam by bidding 4NT.

Although South has only 20 HCP it includes
three aces, and a king in hearts, plus a
nice club suit. South should bid 5& to

suggest a possible slam in clubs.

North can now envisage a slam and should bid
5v to show control of hearts. South knows
that this cannot be a void (North showed a
balanced hand) and North must hold the VA.
With this information South can bid 6&.

Note:
North
which

if playing Roman Key Card Blackwood
can use 4NT. Partner will respond 5%
confirms possession of the YA and K.

Note: 6NT by North should fail.

Defence Commentary

It is not clear that the opponents hold all
the aces and spades is the suit where
partner has the best chance of having
honours. So the lead of 48, highest from a
worthless doubleton is a reasonable lead.

Play Commentary

The best line of play is:
Draw trumps
Eliminate diamonds:
diamond.

Play the ¥9 to YA to cross to dummy.
This leaves in hand

& AQ

¢A then 6K and ruff a

diamonds you can ruff in one hand and
discard in the other. By ensuring that you
lose to West when they have only losing
options, you gain an extra trick. This
technique is type of end play called an
"elimination and throw in".
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