








Bath Bridge School

4 84 Dealer: West
vAQ86 Neither Vulnerable
; 1Q0J39 83 West North East  South
14 Pass 2& Pass
4 KQJ107 N 4 A62 24 Pass 44  Pass
v K53 w E|l¥Y942 Pass Pass
¢ K2 s | *106
& Q72 &« AKJ94
4953
vJ107
¢ A754
No. 10884 %865 Opening Lead: ¢ Q
Illustrates:
1 West
2 Suits
Open Lead
Switching
Bidding Commentary
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winners ASAP. So South must lead switch to a
heart. Which one? The correct lead is the
Jv, another top of sequence lead. You have
to hope that partner has AQ in the suit. By
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Bath Bridge School

4 932 Dealer: East
v %6 5432 Neither Vulnerable
¢ West North East South
& AK7 14 Pass
4 J87 N |#AKQ1054 2¢ Pass 24a  Pass
v AK W ElYQJd7 44 Pass Pass Pass
¢+ KQ10942 3 ¢ J3
& 94 65
46
v108
8765
No. 10885 «+QJ10832 Opening Lead: & Q
Illustrates:
1l East
2 Suits
Open Lead
Switching

Bidding Commentary
The bidding to 44 by East is routine

Defence Commentary

South has stand out lead. The top of a
three card sequence headed by an honour is
usually a good lead at either suits or no
trump.

North should win the trick using the lowest
card of equals. So plays the &K.

North must now plan the defence. Three
reasonably certain tricks are in view but
where is the fourth to come from?.

North should try to get a ruff in diamonds.
To do this an immediate switch is required.
Play the A and then (key play) underlead
the #A by leading the &7. This is safe for
when partner led the Q they deny the K but
promise to hold the J.

South wines the J and must now ask
themselves, why did partner led the A
knowing it would set up the diamond suit? It
should become clear that partner wants you
to lead back a diamond for a ruff. Lead any
diamond and partner will play a trump and
get the contract down.
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Bath Bridge School

3 A AJ42 Dealer: South
v Q853 E-W Vulnerable
¢ AK93 West North  East South
*7 1w
4 1095 N 48763 Pass 4%  Pass Pass
v K2 w E|v4 Pass
¢ J107 3 ¢ 854
& AK1063 4 QJ852
s KQ
vAJ10976
¢+ Q62
No. 10341 94 Opening Lead: & A
Illustrates:
1l South
2 Suits

He Who Knows Goes

Bidding Commentary

South has opening strength and a 4441 hand
with three touching suits. The prefered
opening bid is 1 of the middle ranking suit,
here hearts. If a major suit fit is not
found you can rebid in diamonds. This
overstates your heart length, but any other
bid would cause a bigger problem.

Partner has game points and the two minor
suits do not make the hand look slamish. So
South bids game.

Defence Commentary

West has a stand out lead with AK in an
unbid suit, so leads «#A.

If dummy had a doubleton East should play
the Q which would promise the J. With a
singleton in dummy East should make a suit
preference signal, to tell partner the suit
you think they should lead to trick 2. Here
there is no suit that you want led. So play
a middle card here the #5/8 to show that you
have nothing to offer.

West may as well lead another club in the
hope that declarer has poor trumps. As the
cards lie there is nothing the defence can
do to stop declarer making 11 tricks.
(10341)
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Bath Bridge School

5 4 KQJ3 Dealer: North
v K g gO N-S Vulnerable
¢ West North  East South
*#732 1NT Pass 3NT
4 A102 N 4 854 Pass Pass Pass
v 93 w E/IYAQ654
¢ 10832 S ¢ 75
& 10865 &« QJ4
4976
v872
¢+ KQJ4
No. 10890 « AK9 Opening Lead: w 5
Illustrates:
1l North
2 NT
Open Lead

Bidding Commentary
A routine, non revealing auction.

Defence Commentary

At no trumps you try to set up as winners
little cards in your long suit. So hearts is
the suit to lead. At a no trump contract you
lead 4th highest unles you have three or
more honours in the suit. So the correct
lead is ¥5.

Declarer wins but East can figure out that
declarer holds all the missing honours.
Unless partner started with a singleton
North has exactly KJ left.

Declarer needs to set up their spades and
must shortly lead a spade. When in with the
#A West MUST return partner's suit.

East can figure out that the 3 is partners
lowest card and they must therefore have
started with exactly 2 cards. This confirms
that declarer has only 2 hearts left.
Whatever declarer plays East overtakes and
then cashes the highest heart, which clears
the suit. The 6 & 4 are now winners. The
contract is down one.

Note: Leading from a suit headed by the AQ
is usually avoided but at NT with a 5 card
suit its a reasonable decision.
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Hbset54 05/29/2009 Bath Bridge School

10 4 853 Dealer: East
v 305832 Both Vulnerable
¢
10872 West North I1Ea:ltT lic;:tsh
4 QJ6 N | #1097 3NT Pass Pass Pass
v 863 w ElYAQ9
¢ AQJI 3 ¢ K64
& AG65 « K93
o AKA4
vKJ1042
¢75
No. 10895 +QJ4 Opening Lead: w J
Illustrates:
1l East
2 NT
Open Lead

Bidding Commentary

South should not overcall. They have a 5332
balanced hand not strong enough to double,

and not shapely enough to overcall. Best is
to defend with expectations of getting the

contract down.

Defence Commentary

South has a strong five card heart suit with
three honours. The correct lead is the J,
top of an interior sequence. Declarer can
win with the Q but now has only one stopper,
the A.

When South regains the lead with the 4K,
South can use the K 10 to drive out the A.
If declarer ducks the 10 is led.

The #4A is an entry and enables the remaining
small cards, the 42 to be taken, and the
contract fails.

Note: If the fourth highest were led
declarer gets a cheap trick with the 9, and
the contract is then secure.
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Bath Bridge School

Dealer: North
Both Vulnerable
West North  East

16 Pass
Pass 4 & Pass
Pass

South

34
Pass

Opening Lead: ¢ A

4 AKQJ
13 via
¢+ Q32
* QJ42
4 986 N |45
v 108632 w ElIYA
¢ 986 s | *K
& A3 * 10
4 10743
vQ5
¢ AJ7
No. 10914 s K765
Illustrates:
1 North
2 Suits
Open Lead

Second Hand

Bidding Commentary

When holding a 4432 hand with 15 to 19
points, dealer should open 1 of a major if
they can. Partner has a 4 card fit but is
not strong enough or shapely enough to do
more than raise to 34. Opener is about one
trick better than a minimum opening and
should raise to game.

Defence Commentary

With AK in an unbid suit East has an easy
lead. Dummy has a doubleton so after cashing
the AK of hearts East should switch to a

different suit. Which one?

Best is a passive lead, i.e. a lead that
cannot cost a trick. So lead the &10.
declarer will probably play the K which
partner will overtake.

Eventually declarer will lead a diamond,
likely a 2 from hand. East must be careful
to play low (Second hand Low). Should
declarer lead the Q then East must cover it
with the K (Cover an honour with an honour.
Played this way EW should eventually make a
diamond trick, and the contract fails.
Note: When declarer is forced to consume two
honours to take one trick the effect is to
promote lower honours. Here after the AKQ
are played the J & 10 become the second and
third round winners.
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Hbset55 05/29/2009 Bath Bridge School

16 42 Dealer: West
v 88523 0 E-W Vulnerable
¢ West North  East South
+AQ76 16 Pass 4 & Pass
4 AKJ765 N | #Q1098 Pass Pass
v J6 w ElvAK4
¢ 65 s | *KQJ
& K85 &432
443
v109872
¢ A107
No. 10917 «J109 Opening Lead: o 8
Illustrates:
1l West
2 Suits
He Who Knows Goes
Open Lead
Rule Of 11

Bidding Commentary

East has a four card major suit fit, and
does not anticipate making a slam, so bids
game.

Defence Commentary

After eliminating trumps and clubs as
suitable suits to lead from the choice is
between the two red suits. A heart lead is
likely to give away a trick so lead
diamonds. With a suit in which you have no
expectations of making a trick, and where
you want to discourage partner from leading
it back, choose second highest, here the 8.
The defence should make 1 heart, 1 diamond
and 2 clubs, for down one.

Note. North must be careful to play low when
the ¥6 is led but cover the ¥J with the ¥Q.
This promotes partner's ¥10 to a winner.

Printed by Dealmaster Pro



Openbid 04/23/2009 Bath Bridge School

6 4 A653 Dealer: East
v 6 E-W Vulnerable
¢+ 10754 West North  East South
+J1042 1 NT Pass
4 J10984 N s K 2&% Pass 2e Pass
v A983 w E|/YK 34 Pass 44  Pass
¢ A S ¢ 6 Pass Pass
« AQ3 * K
a7
v107542
¢+ KQJ983
No. 10693 * 8 Opening Lead: w 6
Illustrates:
1l East
2 Suits
Game Force
Stayman

Bidding Commentary

East has a 5332 shape with a long minor and
14 HCP. This fits the criteria for opening
INT. When practical you should always make a
limit bid if possible because it is more
descriptive.

West has a hand of opening strength, and an
opening hand opposite to an opening hand
should want to be in game. But which one?
West has a shortage in diamonds and 4 or
more cards in both majors. So a Stayman
enquiry is the best way forward. When opener
denies a 4 card major responder must force
to game by bidding a new suit at the three
level. This bid guarantees a suit length of
at least five. Opener is asked to choose the
best game.

With a known eight card fit and a weak
diamond suit opener should choose to play in
44

Defence Commentary

North has good trumps and a singleton so
leads v6.

Play Commentary

Against the inevitable diamond lead 3NT
would go down when the clubs fail to break
32. 44 should make.

(10693)
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